
Walter Zadow Public School
School Council Meeting

June 8, 2021

Attendance: Kelly Bourbonnais, Amy Dahm, Cindy Potter, Charlotte Cotnam-Isea, Tim Jackson,
Lidia Pritchard, Marie Miller

Call meeting to Order: 7:03

Approval of Minutes
Moved by: Amy Dahm Seconded by: Charlotte Cotnam-Isea

No business arising from minutes
No new correspondence

Principal’s Report:

Admin pop onto google classroom meets throughout the day and there are lots of fun things
happening, kids are engaged, staff working really hard to keep kids interested.
There are some in person staff for 14 students who come into the school. All EA and Spec Ed
resource teachers are doing a great job. Kids are learning a lot, but it feels different without the
whole class of learners. Kids are still missing having all of their classmates around them.

Staffing
Retiring: Pam Steele
Returning: Emily Jackson will be back full time in the fall and no longer the surplus list
Retiring: Lisa Mosley
Secondment: Shannon Cassidy-Rouleau is continuing with her secondment to the board. The
VP vacancy has been posted, and we are hopeful that Charlotte will be continuing with us next
year.

Enrolment
Enrolment is currently at 482 for September. Twenty students chose remote learning for the fall,
they are not included in the enrolment number. Lots of registration is still pending.
Numbers are up about 20-25 students from previous years.

Goodbye to EA staff:
This year five additional temporary EA positions were added. We are hopeful that in September
we will be able to get some of those staff back.

Grad photos:
Sunday and Monday Grade 8 portrait and family photos took place. It was nice to reconnect with
kids before they head off to high school. Principal meeting tomorrow about the format of the
grad ceremony virtual or outdoor. Have already started virtual planning. Looking into
opportunities to wish children well before the school year ends. Maybe something hybrid since
not all families would attend an in person activity.



Item pick up:
Different process from last year. Going to be organized more sequentially this year. As
classrooms are done, parents can come any time during the weekday. Just a couple classes at
a time. It should be a little more manageable this way.

Play structure:
Playground planners emailed and have a delivery date for mid July, and will hopefully have
equipment on site in Ottawa. It will take about a week to do the work. The current plan is to
delay the construction until mid August so that the structure is brand new for when kids return in
the fall.

Fundraising letter:
The plan to send out a fundraising letter to parents/guardians to raise final funds for the play
structure has been on hold for a while. The school board does not believe that asking for money
in the current climate is appropriate.

Summer projects:
A new elevator system will be installed, the current one is in desperate need of an upgrade.
Replacing flooring on the third floor with some asbestos removal. One of the last hallways
requiring new flooring.
Starting to look at outdoor maintenance. Front steps brickwork is being worked on right now.
Courtyard work to start this year as well.

Other Business

Mabel’s Labels promo to be included in kinder packages.

If parents/guardians would like to bring gifts for teachers, how would that work this year?
There are staff at the school who would be present during the school day to receive any items
for teachers. Please remember to wear a mask and practice physical distancing.
In lieu of a gift, a donation could be made in the teacher’s name to a charity. There are many
people who have been affected financially by the pandemic, it might be nice to support a charity
that is helping local families (ie TAP).

Adjournment: 7:32

Next meeting: Monday October 4, 2021


