
Walter Zadow Public School
School Council Meeting

February 8, 2021

Agenda

1) Attendance - Cindy Potter, Kelly Bourbonnais, Tim Jackson, Marie Miller, Shannon
Cassidy-Rouleau, Amy Dahm, Julie Wilson

2) Call Meeting to Order

3) Approval of Minutes
Moved By: Cindy Seconded By: Kelly

4) Business arising from minutes

● Walmart Grant -
$1000 for garden bed - based on gr. 7/8 core class experiential learning project. Here is little
about the project shared by the class:

Our project idea came from looking for ways to learn while doing, getting outside more often,
learning new skills that we could use for a lifetime and to give back to our community.  We are
looking to make a garden bed and gravity fed irrigation system that can be used by all students
in the school for hands-on, motivating and fun curriculum learning, providing food for breakfast
club/healthy snacks to classrooms and teaching students about gardening and healthy eating as
a life skill. The added bonus of our project is that it is a project that can continue long after we
have graduated as it can be used and easily maintained by future student groups.

Cindy shared that the application has been submitted and it will take a few days for it to appear
in the system. After local approval, it will take 5 - 7 days for the head office to approve. After
that, a cheque will be mailed and will arrive in 4 -6 weeks.

● Ottawa Street - Amy
There was no update to share regarding Ottawa Street. Amy did note that there is a new
crossing guard.

● Mabel’s Labels - Marie
Marie sent the logo to the website and it’s ready to go. This week, she will send Glenda a
promotional digital page that Glenda will email to families. Marie will post to FaceBook. We will
receive 20% of sales of all labels sold. If there is more than $50 in a month, they will send it, but



if less, it will roll over in our account. Kelly asked that these same flyers be shared with new
kinder registrations so that families can purchase labels to start the next school  year.

5) Correspondence
There was no correspondence

6) Reports from:
Principal

❏ A new VP, Charlotte Cotnam, will be starting at WZPS (timeline to be determined).
Shannon has been seconded to the Board (returning to WZ in September) for a special
assignment that focuses on supporting students with complex needs, especially in the
area of self-regulation. These complex needs may link to behavioural needs as well as
mental health and well-being. The project will look at streamlining system resources,
creating best practice guidelines for school teams, and planning professional learning
and team supports. Charlotte is a great fit for the school coming directly out of a special
education assignment at her current school.

❏ Staff wanted to thank the school council for the ‘anonymous’ gift of an ornament given to
each staff member.

❏ Families were appreciative of the holiday cards that went out from the school council.
❏ The return to school has included new COVID protocols

❏ Students from grades 1-3 are required to wear masks. (Kelly shared that kinder
students, while not required, are all wearing  masks regularly.)

❏ Students must wear their masks outside when they cannot be 2 m apart. (Some
teachers do take students out for outdoor learning and students can remove
masks as long as staff is supervising their 2 m distances.)

❏ Protocols were reviewed with staff and students upon return to school.
❏ Families have been great to send students in with lots of masks to allow for

changing into dry masks throughout the day.
❏ The school is pleased that parents/caregivers have been doing an excellent job of

monitoring students for symptoms and not sending students when they are symptomatic.
Since the return very few students have needed to go home.

❏ Rae Hartwig is our newest educational assistant. We are lucky to have the expertise that
she brings us from a previous role in the area of social work.

❏ The play structure site plan was approved last week by the health and safety
department. Amy has plans to meet with the company this week to finalize plans.
Hopefully shovels will go in the ground when it thaws.

❏ The school purchased snow equipment for the yard for students across divisions.
Primary/junior students got shovels, snow brick makers, and sleds. Intermediate
students got shovels, and four season games like: KanJam and Spikeball. In addition,
intramurals for grade 8 students will be starting once a week for each cohort.

❏ Our snack/breakfast program has been limited by the requirement to have prepackaged
snacks from an inspected kitchen. Staff would like to get more fruit and vegetables into



the plan. No Frills is looking at the option of ordering individually packaged carrots,
apples, and other healthy produce.

❏ Enrollment continues to grow at WZPS. We are now up to 525 students. Of those, 65 are
doing remote learning, 10 have come back from remote, and there are 11 new
registrations since January. Our current kindergarten registration for September has
already surpassed the number that had registered by June of last year. Amy is keeping
the Board updated so we can be prepared with any accommodations we need to make
in September for these increases.

❏ Every four years the Board revises its strategic plan. They use a tool called The Thought
Exchange to invite the public to share their thoughts and ideas. On the Board’s new
website, a link can be found on the banner. You can add ideas anonymously and see
what others are saying, and comment on others’ ideas. The Board looks for patterns and
clusters of themes.

Teacher Rep

Committees

7) New Business
Purdy’s Chocolates contacted Marie with an Easter fundraiser. We will wait on this because the
Legion is currently doing a Purdy’s fundraiser.

8) School Council Initiative
How can the School Council provide meaningful support to the school community while
adhering to the new COVID restrictions? Innovative ideas for fundraising and improving the
daily experience of staff and students.

9) Other Business

10) Adjournment


