
 
 
MINUTES FOR WALTER ZADOW PUBLIC SCHOOL, SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
September 18th, 2017 
 
In attendance - Cyndy Recker, Stella Callighen, Peter Burnette, Cindy Potter, Kim Beresnikow 
 
Meeting called to order by Peter Burnette at 7:00pm 
 
Minutes from May 2017 meeting approved. Moved by Cyndy and seconded by Kim. 
 
Principal Report: 
 
Safe, Caring and Respectful Learning Environments 
  
1.  Fire Drills (4) and lock downs (2) required per year. Need to do an extra lock down this year 
because the second one was missed in the last school year. The first one of each is not a 
surprise but each drill after that has less and less notice and preparation.  
 
2. Staff changes: 
 
a)  Michelle McAdam - EA, Jamie McLaren - school support counseller, Carolyn Brunelle - new 
grade1/2 plus other duties, Krista McMullen - french, Debbie Kargus - ESL, Shelley Graham - 
SERT 
b) returning staff: Emily Jackson - music/grade 8, Jessica Nephin - core and extended french 
 
3. New grade 1/2 classroom will be opening because the grade one extended french class is too 
big 
 
4. Extra-curriculars: cross country (gr. 3-8) and flag football (gr. 7-8). There will be two meets for 
cross country. Great participation so far this year.  
 
5. Breakfast club starts this week with Laura Tromp as the new leader. Runs tuesday, 
wednesday and thursday mornings.  
 
6. Hot lunch and milk order forms should be going out to parents next week. Lisa Gillan is still 
organizing the pizza program. Gail Flick manages the milk program. The money we earn from 
buying pizza for Pizza Pizza may be going to purchasing tents to use at events. Hoping to get 
our school name printed on them.  
 
7. Gracie Bullyproof - certified instructor Kyle Donnelly will introduce this program teaching 
verbal assertiveness to every class during their gym period. Full program will be offered at the 
Nick Smith Centre in partnership with the Town of Arnprior Parks and Rec) 
 
 
 
 



8. School yard improvements -  excerpt from letter sent home to parents 
 
Currently, our school grounds need some attention.  Perhaps this is an area of interest for you. 
We would welcome assistance in beautifying the front of the school with some sizable trees, 
both evergreen and deciduous, as well as shrubs along the foundation.  Another area of 
consideration is the “courtyard” between the two sections of our building, formerly the 
Kindergarten yard. The proposal is to install a fence, (perhaps a wrought iron one that would 
face Ottawa Street), create a labyrinth pathway and make an outdoor classroom with soft 
scapes and natural elements for seating (huge boulders/stones, tree stumps, logs...things that 
are not easily moved and/or have less potential to be vandalized).  We have limited knowledge 
of the skills base and/or connections within our parent population.  Thus, we are sending this 
letter to our parent community to ask if this project appeals to you and if you feel it might be an 
option for your volunteer time. If so, please send me an email at callighens@rcdsb.on.ca or call 
me at the school to inform me of how you may involve yourself in this project.  While we are 
currently enjoying a wonderfully warm period, it is not likely to last. I think nurseries that still 
have stock may be offering terrific discounts and we would try to get some planting 
accomplished before the frost...Saturday, Oct 14 might be a date to consider!  
 
9. Meet the Teacher Night - BBQ was a big success being manned by the EAs and Stella 
Callighen. We raised over $500! Through the last three events we have more than paid off the 
cost of the BBQ now and other schools are considering following our lead and purchasing their 
own BBQs.  
 
Excellence in Teaching and Learning 
 
1. School Improvement Plan for 2017/2018 will be another literacy and likely a junior math 
numeracy goal. This year there will also be a goal related to the Wise Use of Resources or 
Safe, Caring and Respectful Learning Environments. The third goal will focus on creating an 
inclusive and caring community. We will record all our activities and make use of the 
#wzcommunity to connect more people.  Our school has been chosen to be the Focus School 
within our family of schools for this school year. Representatives from the other schools will be 
visiting our school in the coming year. We are hoping to showcase our school yard 
imorovements as part of this presentation. 
 
2. First year for our extended french in grade 1 
 
Wise Use of Resources 
 
1. Approximately 76% of school population is now registered with Cash Online program. 2. 
Fundraising Update:  
     a) Vessey Seeds ended today 
     b) book fair went very well this year. See have a large credit and Stella is spending it on 
resources for the school 
     c) Meet the Teacher BBQ raised over $500 and sold out of food at 6:30 
 
 
 



New Business 
 
1. Garde 8 trip to Arrowhead camp may not be allowed this year due to the death of a student in 
Toronto this summer. We are waiting for the board's decision.  
 
2. Peter Burnette, in consultation with grade 8 teachers, will be deciding if changes will be made 
to the Graduation Awards that are handed out every year. We might do away with the awarding 
of top marks for every subject since they are usually won by one or two students, the 
differences between students marks can be so small and because there is so much group work 
in classrooms now. 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm 
Next school council meeting scheduled for Monday, November 20th at  7pm. 
 


